Effective symptomatic relief of hypertrophic pulmonary osteoarthropathy by video-assisted thoracic surgery truncal vagotomy.
Various modalities for the treatment of hypertrophic pulmonary osteoarthropathy (HPOA) associated with lung cancer have been suggested since 1958. Although the etiology remains speculative, unilateral vagotomy on the side of the lung cancer achieves symptomatic relief. We report a case of a 50-year-old woman with disabling HPOA and inoperable lung cancer who experienced effective pain relief and regained full mobility after video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery was used to perform truncal vagotomy. This relatively safe and simple procedure should be considered for terminal lung cancer patients with intractable HPOA.